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June 11, 2018

Attn: Kathleen McHugh

United States Department of Health and Human Services
Administration for Children and Families

Policy Division

330 C Street SW

Washington, DC 20024

Via electronic correspondence at: CBComments(@act.hhs.gov

Re: RIN: 0970-AC72 Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System; Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (3/15/2018)

Dear Ms. McHugh:

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians (“Pokagon Band”) is a federally recognized
sovereign government located in Indiana and Michigan. However, our citizen-children live
throughout the United States and this is why the Pokagon Band is again submitting comments in
support of the need for accurate and thorough reporting of information concerning Indian children
by Title IV-E and IV-B state agencies. It cannot be said enough that our children are the future of
the Pokagon Band and that future is threatened when the Indian Child Welfare Act (“ICWA”) is
not followed. Accurate data reporting enhances the application of the ICWA because the
December 14, 2016 Final Rule, 81 Fed. Reg 90524 (“Final Rule”) mandated such reporting and
included ICWA data elements and sanctions for failing to report those ICWA data elements. Until
the Final Rule takes effect, ICWA compliance by Title IV-E and IV-B agencies will remain
inconsistent and in some instances, nonexistent.

Enhancing data collection consistent with the ICWA isn’t a burden. It is a responsibility.
We are far removed from the days of data collection by pen and paper. With the advances of
technology many of the data elements required in the Final Rule are collected in the context of any
JCWA case and maintained on various state digital platforms. Yet, despite modern means of data
collection, current collection of data by Title IV-E and IV-B agencies regarding Pokagon Band
children is often inaccurate. Implementation of the Final Rule, as is, will enhance the type of data
collected and the consistency of the data collected.

The Pokagon Band supports the inclusion of the data elements included in the Final Rule
and provides these additional comments in response to those questions posed in the original
solicitation of RIN 0970-AC72.

A proud, compassionate people committed to strengthening our sovereign nation.

A progressive community focused on culture and the most innovative opportunities for all of our citizens.
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